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SUB J : LEBANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT RE US-LEBANESE RELATIONS 
REF: BEIRUT 14949 

1. AS FORESEEN REFTEL, LEBANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUED 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT DEC 14 WHICH WAS CARRIED BY L'ORIENT- 
LE JOUR DEC 15: 

BEGIN TEXT: "IN ITS ISSUED OF SATURDAY DEC 14, 1974, ON 
PAGE 12, COLUMN 4, UNDER THE HEADLINE 'NO SECURITY COUNCIL 
MEETING', L'ORIENT-LE IOUR ATTRIBUTED TO MR TAQLA, 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: IN 

THE SAME CONNECTION (I.E., POSSIBLE UNSC MEETING), MR 

TAQLA HAS CONCLUDED THAT CONVOKING THE AMBS OF THE FIVE 

GREAT POWERS WOULD NOT REALLY BE USEFUL 'BECAUSE OF THE COOLNESS 

EXISTING IN LEBANESE- AMERICAN RELATION S'.. . 'THE 

UNITED STATES BEING THE SOLE COUNTRY CAPABLE OF EXERTING 

PRESSURE ON ISRAEL...'. 

"THE MINISTER CATEGORICALLY DENIES THIS INFORMATION, 

SINCE HE MADE NO STATEMENT OF THIS NATURE. 

"MOREOVER, RELATIONS BETWEEN BEIRUT AND WASHINGTON 
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CONSIDERED CLOSED ON THE LEVEL OF RESPONSIBLE OFFICIALS 
FOLLOWING THE RECEIPT OF INFORMATION FURNISHED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR, MR 
GODLEY, WHO VIEWS HIS MISSION TO WASHINGTON AS HAVING LED 
TO A NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN HIS COUNTRY AND 
LEBANON, WILL SOON RETURN TO HIS POST IN BEIRUT. 

"ADDITIONALLY, IN THE SPIRIT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, THERE HAS 
NEVER BEEN ANY REASON FOR CONSIDERING THAT THE NEW YORK 

INCIDENT COULD DISTURB LEBANON'S GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE 
UNITED STATES. ON THE LEVEL OF CONTACTS BETWEEN THE HOTEL 
BUSTROS AND THE US EMBASSY, NOTHING HAS CHANGED, DESPITE 
THE AMBASSADOR'S ABSENCE." END TEXT. 

2. COMMENT: I HAVE BEEN ASSURED BY RELIABLE AND KNOW- 
LEDGEABLE FONOFF SOURCE THAT THE ABOVE STATEMENT WAS ISSUED 
WITH THE CONSENT AND APPROVAL OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. 
HOUGHTON 
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